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An internal investigation into an incident of an off-duty Boston police officer 
caught on camera confronting a pedestrian in the Back Bay determined that 
the civilian was not slammed to the ground by the officer and, instead, tripped on 
his own accord, Boston Police Commissioner William Evans said during a press 
conference Tuesday. 

The May 24 incident began when Milton Gurin, 54, hit Boston Police Officer 
Edward Barrett's vehicle with an umbrella as it was turning onto Arlington Street, 
according to police. 

Stephen Harlowe, who recorded and posted video of the incident on Facebook, 
said in the post that he witnessed Barrett chasing the pedestrian down the 
street, tackling him, and slamming his head on the ground. 

However, Evans said the department's investigation "directly contradicted" 
Harlowe 's claims of excessive force. 

Police spoke with seven witnesses — including two of Harlowe 's coworkers — as 
well as seven officers and Gurin himself regarding the incident. Evans said during 
the investigation police also reviewed cellphone videos, a surveillance video 
taken from Arlington and Boylston streets, police radio transmissions, and the 
incident report to determine Gurin tripped and fell to the ground before Barrett 
caught up with him. 

Gurin and civilian witnesses also all consistently stated that Gurin was not 
slammed into the pavement by the officer but that his face was held to the 
ground, police said. Cellphone and surveillance videos corroborated those 
statements, according to police. 
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"[He] wasn't violently tackled, his head wasn't slammed to the ground, and his 
hair wasn't pulled," Evans said. 

Police Superintendent Frank Mancini said Barrett used an arrest technique 
consistent with police training. Evans added he believes that there were a "few 
minor issues" regarding the incident and that they were addressed through 
counseling. "There's clearly no sign of excessive force," he said. 

According to The Boston Globe, Gurin told police that the officer "did have a 
green signal, but he was upset that [the officer] did not allow him to cross ahead 
of him and struck the window with his umbrella." 

"The officer clearly believed his window was, in fact, broken by [Gurin] when he 
was crossing the street," Evans said regarding the officer's actions. 

Boston police, not Gurin, initiated the investigation into the incident, according 
to Evans. Evans said it took five weeks for Gurin to speak with investigators and 
that he never came in to the station to file an incident report. 

"This case, I believe, is a good example of why it is critically important that a full 
investigation is done before conclusions from the incident can be appropriately 
drawn," he said. 

Gurin's attorney told the Globe scheduling issues delayed the meeting with 
police. 

Evans told Boston Public Radio hosts Jim Braude and Margery Eagen earlier 
Tuesday he'd hoped to make the findings of the investigation public several 
weeks ago, but that the recent debate with the police union over the 
department's body camera pilot program caused the delayed announcement. 

Barrett, a patrol officer in West Roxbury and 20-year veteran with the 
department, had been investigated twice before after allegations were made 
that he'd used excessive force, the Globe reports. Neither of the complaints, 
made in 2005 and 2006, were found to be valid. 

"All his supervisors say he is a well mannered police officer," Evans said. "... So I 
would like to dispel that we are dealing with a repeated officer who was involved. 
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He's a top notch officer who has a cool head and the way he's been portrayed is 
not the way officer Barrett is." 
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